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Introduction
The Ultimate Advantage Reading Series builds a solid foundation for reading instruction with 

expertly written activities that lay the groundwork for reading success.

Take a look at all the ultimate advantages this reading series offers!

Expert Skill Instruction
• Phonemic awareness and phonics activities focus on recognizing essential word-sound

relationship patterns that help children identify words and their meanings. This critical step in 

the reading process helps children increase word recognition, spelling, and vocabulary skills.

• Fiction and nonfiction reading passages created

in a variety of visual formats simulate 

authentic reading styles. Each

reading passage builds on

high-frequency words, content

vocabulary, and skills introduced in

the selection. 

✏ A removable reading selection at 

the end of each unit relates to the 

unit theme and folds into a

mini-book for extended

reading practice. 

✏ Graphic information, such as 

labels, maps, diagrams, time lines, 

and charts, appears in multiple reading selections to

help children hone real-life reading skills.

• A list of high-frequency words identifies the must-know 

words that children should automatically recognize at each 

grade level. These words are specifically featured in the 

reading selections throughout the workbook.

• Reading activities requiring a variety of comprehension 
strategies provide critical practice in deriving meaning in 

a number of ways, such as identifying the main idea,

noting details, recalling the sequence, classifying

information, and making predictions.



Introduction
• Reading fluency activities, such as tongue twisters, chants, 

rhymes, and poems, encourage children to read smoothly

with expression and confidence. Fluency is necessary for

comprehension; without it, children experience choppy,

robot-like reading that gets in the way of understanding

a phrase or sentence.

• A range of writing activities, which are a significant 

partner to reading, provide important practice

in different forms of reading and writing, such

as lists, brochures, riddles, directions, poems,

and descriptions.

• A comprehensive answer key makes checking 

answers quick and easy.

Motivational Format  
• Enhanced features like the More Things to Do 

activities at the end of each unit extend the

unit’s theme with suggestions for hands-on

experiences and recommended book lists for further 

reading enjoyment. 

• An award certificate recognizes children’s completed 

progress and rewards their achievement.

 

Ultimate Advantage Quiz Cards  
• Engaging two-sided cards with short, 

fun questions and answers extend the 

workbook’s reading instruction and

reinforce learning.

• Play options accompany the quiz cards so they 

can be used independently or with a partner.
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Grade Two Word List
above

across

air

almost

along

also

always

animal

answer

any

anybody

anything

around

back

been

before

began

behind

below

best

between

birthday

body

book

both

buy

call

cannot

can’t

cold

couldn’t

does

don’t

door

during

each

end

face

family

fast

father

feel

few

first

fish

follow

food

found

gave

girl

goes

gone

great

half

happy

high

himself

inside

isn’t

its

keep

knew

land

learn

life

line

made

mean

mine

most

move

need

number

often

outside

own

park

plants

point

pull

read

right

same

sea

second

seem

sentence

sing

sister

sleep

small

someone

something

sometimes

spell

such

that’s

these

thing

those

thought

through

together

took

town

tree

true

try

turn

upon

used

wash

wasn’t

week

well

what’s

which

while

why

wish

without

won’t

work

write

your

you’re 
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How to Make the Mini-Books

Tear out the page.

Cut along the dashed line.

Fold both sections 
along the thin line.

Insert the middle section.

1

2

3

4
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Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
Comprehension: Prior Knowledge

People eat at different kinds of places.
List three places where you eat.
Add two details that tell what you eat at each place.

What is your favorite place to eat? Tell why.

efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh
efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 

Places to Eat

Places to Eat



Places to Eat

Advantage Reading Grade 2 © 2004 Creative Teaching Press 27

Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
Phonics: Words with y

Read the words in the box.
Sort the words by the sound y makes.

Read the words. Write a word that
means the same as glad. efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh

yes yo-yo your fry silly candy jelly 
berry many happy why cry try yarn

my baby yellow
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A w
hale shark is found in the deep blue sea.

It is very big.
A

 ray is also large.
5

2

A clow
nfish is found in the deep blue sea.

It is very sm
all.

A
 sailfish is also quick.

7
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Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
Phonics: Vowel Pattern oo

Read the words in the box.
Sort the words by the vowel sound.
Add one more word to each list.

Animals in Nature

boot balloon food look good
hook foot hoop wood school

moon book

Read the words. 
Write a word that has two syllables. ________________
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Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
Phonics: Vowel Patterns oi and oy

Read the words in the box.
Match the words to the definitions.

enjoy coin join toy noise
point boy boil cowboy voice

A dime ________________

Opposite of girl ________________

Something to play with ________________

A loud sound ________________

Put things together ________________

Which word begins and ends like ball? ________________

Which word ends like went? ________________

Which word is a compound word? ________________

Animals in Nature
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Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
More Things to Do 

You can enjoy the sights and sounds of nature everywhere! Keep
a journal of what you see and hear out your window or in your
backyard. Make a list of the different animals and plants you
see. Use binoculars to take a closer look at beaks, feet, and body
shapes of birds. Use magnifying glasses to take a closer look at
flowers. Take note of the color, shape, and size of the petals.
Refer to a field guide to find out more about plants and animals
you see. Here are more ideas to consider:

Learn more about the birds in your backyard. Listen to the
sounds they make. Draw pictures of the birds. Write
detailed descriptions of the birds and their songs. Write
down where you spotted each bird. Keep count of how
many birds you see. 

Look for animal tracks in your backyard or 
in a park. Mix plaster of Paris and water
together in a jar to make a cast of the print.
Pour the mixture into the animal tracks. Let
the mixture get hard. Pull it up. Use a tooth-
brush and cold water to clean the dirt off
your cast. 

Find out about nature centers and state parks
in your area. Collect maps. Read the map keys
to learn about the exhibits and trails. Check to
see the distance of the trails. Use the map to
highlight things you want to do and see at the
park or center.

1

2

3

Check out these books.

Big Tracks, Little Tracks: Following Animal Prints
by Millicent E. Selsam (HarperCollins)

DK Nature Encylopedia by Dorling
Kindersley Publishing Staff (DK Publishing)

Nature Walk by Douglas Florain (Greenwillow)

Peterson’s First Guide to Mammals of North
America by Peter C. Alden (Houghton Mifflin)

The Raft by Jim LaMarche (HarperTrophy)

Tracks, Scats, and Signs by Leslie Dendy
(NorthWord Press)

Hooray!
Great!

You 
Did It!

Animals in Nature



Tear apart the Ultimate Advantage Quiz Cards on 

the following pages to test your reading knowledge! 

Quiz yourself or a friend.

Quiz Cards
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